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In a Sept. 6 communique, President Jorge Serrano officially recognized Belize as an independent,
sovereign nation. Serrano said the two nations should work toward negotiating a "definitive
solution" to longstanding border disputes. The president asserted that officials in Belmopan (capital
of Belize) had provided his government with assurances of permanent access to the Caribbean, as
well as use and development of ports located in Belize. The government in Belmopan released a
statement asserting that "the president of Guatemala has now opened the door for the final phase
of reconciliation and good neighborliness between the two countries, and has made a concrete step
toward peace and stability in the region." The statement said Belize would now be able to fully
participate in Central American economic integration. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, AFP,
09/06/91)
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